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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GEaALD C. MANN
ATTORNEY GEMERAL

Hon. X. L. CQeren
County Attorney
1¢mestone County
Grossbesk, Texas

Dear Sir: Attention of ''pr, Clarence \ferguson

Opinion Ho. 0«19
Ret Are menbers

to expomcl roney for%rip
: on orfieisl twaihess of

Your requesat
od question hus deen req
by this department.

opoNes parta of the
édut{as excapt thoge
*oprth and defined in-
wgrutes, The atatutes
g tie powers, prescribed
408 the 14sbilities of
fourts, the medium through
1t countien act, and frem
satutes pust ocnd all the au&heritg
y thy ocounties.... Gvuniaaionara

.hur t.fir fuxhority extands only to matters per-
ning 4o the general welfare &f thelir respsd-
Aties and that their powers are only
Féxpressly or impliesdly conferred upon
them by lmw,«that is, by the Gonsﬁitution and
statutes of this Btale,”

You state in your 1ettqr thet limestons County,
Texas, operates under the Geners) Rosd law, ¥e have been
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unable to rind eny statutery authority which would
allow the commliasioners of Limestone County any expenses
for trips cut of the county on officlal business.

. This departmont hes repeatedly held, thut in
the absence of a ¥2lid statute, the dormisaicners court
hes no authority te ellox any sums of poney to its men-
bers for sxpenscs,

. The cormmissioners' court i{in the asbsence of
& valid statute is unauthorized to allow automobile
evpenses to its members., Seo letter Opinions of this
department, Vol, 380, page 642, dated March 15th, 1938,
written by Hon, Jemes N, leff, Assistant Attorney CGeneral,
and sddressed tc Hon. R. N. Stripling, County Judge,
San Auvgustine, Texas,

Opinicn lo., 028299 of this depertment, held
Bouse Bill Ye. B8G of the 46th legislature of Texas,
relating to traveling expenses of county coemissioners
in counties having & pepuletion cof not less than ££,100
end not rore than 22,500, scoording to the laat preced-
ing Federal Census, was unconstitutions) in that it was
a specisl or loeal lew regulsting the affairs of -coun-
ties end pro:kibited by HSeotion 88 of Article il of the
Constitution ot Texas.

The commissioners'! oocurt, in the sbhsence of
& valid statute, dces not have authority to allow them-
salveB expense money for gasoline spent in discharge of
their duties, 3Iee letter Opinions of thls department,
dated Januexy 23, 1935, written by Hon. ieon O. Moses,
dsalstant Attorney General of Texas, addressed to Hen,
W, G, XeDoneld, County attorney, Rohert lee, Texas.

~ Alsn see opiniens Hos, 0-~758, 6-899, 0-998
and 0-1345 of this departrment.

You are, therefore, reapucfrully advised that
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the opinion of this department thut your questian
i;ott]’.d be agswered in the negutive and §i4 is so answer-
ed.

Very truly yours
ATTOPNEY GRENERAL CF 'I'EXAS

" e

Agsistant

APPROVED

OPINION
COMMITTEE




